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Celebrating

by the second bay in 1992 and the third bay
in 2009,” says Buchanan, who it happens was
also the ﬁrst editor of a water-sector trade
magazine in South Africa.
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Buchanan remembers his ﬁrst working experience at the family company. “My father told
the
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Stewart Buchanan
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director

Glen

Ford on my ﬁrst
day that if I didnʼt
pull

my

weight,

he could ﬁre me,”
he says, laughing
and

remembering

one among many moments over the years
coloured by both levity and hard work.
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One of the ﬁrst clients in Prentecʼs business

South African provider of water, sewage and industrial
effluent treatment technology Prentec recently celebrated
its 40th anniversary, writes Frances Ringwood.

was Eskom, under Prentec Contract No.
002. The company built a water-softening
plant for one of Eskomʼs power stations in
Newcastle in KwaZulu-Natal. Forty years
later, Eskom continues to be a client. Stewart
Buchanan attributes much of the companyʼs
success to longstanding relationships such as
these.

Innovation vision
Speaking at the event, process director,
Adrian Viljoen emphasised the companyʼs
growth and skills development, as well as its
focus on constant innovation. “We can conﬁgure custom solutions, which is crucially
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latest innovations, Viljoen says, “We are
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Prentec celebrated this
milestone in providing
life-giving water at a celebration held last year at
its business premises in
Kempton Park, Gauteng.
The whoʼs who of the
water industry were in
attendance.
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“Prentec, through strong partnerships, good
skills development programmes and solid
leadership appointments, has fulfilled that
initial vision of becoming a leading South
African company in the provision of world-class
process engineering solutions.”
Stewart Buchanan, MD, Prentec

Prentec founder John

brink

of

freeze

desalination

technology.

This

promises to address
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inland.” Many who
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do that, I would have done something good
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to talk about Prentecʼs achievements. “When
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reclamation achievements.

